





T GIRLS UP YET, A YOU ALMOST SOUND LIKE 
TAFFY 2 А YOU EXPECT HER TO 


1 Z... THIS I$ ONE 


P 
VERY SMART DOG! GO Ом, 
TREY TELL MARION 
WHAT'S да ТНЕ ТОР ОЕ 
Е HOUSE. 


VERY FUNNY, HERB ! BUT THÁT 
BARKINS WILL WAKE THE 
CHILDREN! 


COME ON, HON, THEY - 
WON'T BE ABLE TO STAY 
ASLEEP ANYWAY ONCE 
THE SMELL OF МУ 


SHE'S GONE AGAIN, IF--IF SHE HADN'T GONE, 
ISN'T ii CITRINA COULD HAVE 
BEEN KALED! 


AND WHAT ABOUT AMY $. SAFETY? 
WHAT ABOUT MER LIFE? DID EITHER 
OF YOU STOP TO THINK ABOUT 7244777, 


BUT SHE DIDN'T HAN7 TO GO, ` 
AT MARION: SHE HAD TO! 
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Y me ~ Տ [J/ BUT HOW COULD ONE XP MAW 
ի a BU | GETTING SICK HAVE SUCH AN EFFECT 
IKNESS $ ТА, ON THE WHOLE WORLD? 

н TO INFEST THIS Š ra Е , 

№ 77 : M С m 

N NM Հ. IE - 1 WILL EXPLAIN 
KA š WHEN WÊ HAVE-- 


- GOOD GOING, BOY! AND FROM NOW ON TM 
NO! IT IS TOO THERE'S EXTRA LUMPS NOT GOING TO TURN OFE 
MUCH, WEIGHT! R THE "ASIE SEAT 


OF SUGAR FOR 
WE'RE PLUMMETING Y WHEN WE GET Home! BELTS” SIGN UNTIL- - 
O ФИНСКУ d | š 


IN FACT, YOU HAVEN'T 
TOLD ME MUCH OF 

(47224745 ABOUT WHAT. , PRINCE 5 
YOU THINK 16 GOING ON--/ WHO'S SUPPOSED. .. | 
pt to BE 2642/ 


I LED ALL 
TO BELIEVE, AT THE 
INSTRUCTION 





CONTINUED ON З! FOLLOWING 


T4 
ч 
= 

H 
E 
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'5 JUST THAT AMY HAS 


IT 
AVV? MAREN! 
Желе. 





UM, HI... THE GIRLS E WELL, RITA, YOU KNOW HOW 





IT'S A COUPLE OF YOUR 
FRIENDS, EMMY -- RITA CAN'T COME OUT RIGHT NT AMY'S BEEN, UH, NOT 
BECKMAN пе том NOW BECAUSE... BECAUSE...; A FEELING js LATELY 


I THINK 
THEY'RE 


TO WONDER 
WHY IM 
STANDING 





HUH? WHAT'S GOING ОМ? 
CAN'T WE JUST SAY HELLO? 
OR AT LEAST РІСК UP 
Emmy? 


PROTECTING HER 
SECRET IDENTITY 


АУТ ALREADY KNOWS WHAT? AMY'S NO, SHE'S NOT А SUPER- 


ABOUT IT... WHY SHOULDN'T) A SUER- HERO, TOM -- BUT... 
AMY'S OTHER CLOSE HERO? WHICH < 
FRIENDS? — ONE? ARE YOU SURE THAT 
7 ր YOU WANT METO 
TELL HIM? 





я BUT YOU TOLD ME 
SOMETIMES REVELATIONS SHE WAS DEAD... 
- THAT IT WAS HER 


MY PRINCE, T DO à 
Е UNDERSTAND IT! THE 27096 
RAGE ON WITHOUT SURCEASE, 
‚AND WITH NO KNOWN CAUSE 


I FEAR THE SOURCE 
IS ONLY TOO WELL KNOWN 
TO ME, MY LADY! Т 
CANNOT SHAKE OFF THE 
BELIEF THAT WE'RE 


AND YET THE TRACES OF THE 
TIME MY MIND WAS BOUND TO 
HERS CRY OUT THAT THIS CAN 


THE VERY BEDROCK 
OF MY LAND IS 
DER SIEGE! 


ÚS 
== AND WILL FLY AS ՊՐՆ, 
AR AWAY AS THEIR ( 
GREAT WINGS WILL 
TAKE THEM’ 





У TOPAZ! 
TELL 
WWIEW WAY SAFETY LIES! 


У BUT THEY FLY MAL. 
AS IF THEY CANNOT 


| 


MY OWN NATIVE HOME? 





-. THERE ARE BUT OMENS OF EZ. FORTUNE IN 
THE WORLD BENEATH THE RAINCLOUPS: 


ГМЕ SOUND OF RULING THUNDER, ANO 
VOICES EDGED IN DES... 


HERE IT WAS THAT ALL OF IT BEGAN ДЖ 
So MANY YEARS AGO... 


I SUSPECT SHE WAS ИЕ | | 3 ТО MAKE YOU 
-- WHILE A TRACE OF HER - 1 UNDERSTAND, I MUST 
РАМУ REMAINED--TO GO DECADES BACK-- 
MAKE THIS PLACE THE FOCUS TO A TIME WHEN I 
OF HER ATTACK / 7 ~ 2 WAS YOUNGER... 


BUT AOTHING 
WILL RESTRAIN 
HER NOW! 


PRINCE GARNET? 
WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 


AS INNOCENT PERHAPS AS THE COVE 
THAT I FELT FOR YOUR MOTHER, 


Š ae 


ПЕ N 


os WAS /7 Alt AST AW ILLIS 





á frame ыы пасва d => 
^ 


OH, 20м 
GARNET, ARE YOU TAUGHT 
NO MANNERS AT ALL АТ | 
YOUR FATHER'S FORTRESS? 





63 





CITRINA MUST MAVE SEEN THE BOX 
BEFORE, OR ONE MUCH ¿448 То 90” 
(жән pe 


ФРИ THAT CAN AT CERIN 


TAL-A 
E 





GO, WITCH “MOTHER, ASSIST THE 
CHILDREN! HELP THEM SMUT IME. 


EMERALD -- CAN 
PERMANENTLY 
CLOSE THE LID/ 





1 AM PREPARED TO DO ) ( І, Too, PMA WE Հ (( Now STAND YOU READY... FOR Хо! 
WHAT MUST BE DONE, / \ SHALL BRING MY FATHER JOURNI 
WUTCH MOTHER! у BACK! 4 


ЕУ BEGINS! 


SEE? WE САМ EVEN STAND 
ANO WALK ABOUT THIS 











AND KEEP YOUR 
DISTANCE FROM THE 
WRITHING SOULS 
WITHIN THE WALLS / 
kw 


THE ENEMY 5 ХИМИИ, LADY! | 
IF THE CHILDREN DO NOT SUCCEED... 


| BUT THEY MOST AND WE, MY LOVE, 


MUST STRUGGLE ON TILL THEIR 
RETURN / 


RO, FOUL DEMON WENCH! you'LLY I HAVE HER 
NOT SEND TO OBLIVION THE ONE 





CONTINUED ON 3RP PAGE FOLLOWING. 


EMERALD AND 
IN YOUTH -- AND 1 SHALL 
FORSAKE НІМ EVEN ON THI 





AND IF THE TOUCH OF MY ЛМЕ CREATURE S ONLY WEAPON AGHINGT 
DRESS COULD SO THE LIVING WAS. OUR OWN FEAR! BUT. 
THE AS THAT WAS...” ~ 


(2222457 THERE ARE OTHERS Y. 
ROM THE VE, 
TRAPPED AHEAD --NEAR 


ISA 
N d 
(54 AAA ( 


» 
|| THAT my FATHER 
| 
X ISS \ جڪ‎ 
<7 7 THAT 16 THE SPOT 
WHERE WE CAN 
9 LEAVE THE BLEAK 
LAN DIMENSION AND-- / (19) 





you! YOU ARE THE ONE WHO 
HAS (MANE ME! BUT THE 
FEAR IN YOU 15 S7ROWE. 


(Ё LAND T WILL ИЕ 
FR UPON YOUR 255908 / 


E IT CAN HARM YOU ONLY THROUGH 
ЖТ" YOUR 45046, PRINCESS! BUT IF 
JOU CANNOT WARD OFF TERROR 


--ТНЕМ I WILL GLADLY YOU ARE SAFE NOW, 
TAKE AWAY ITS USE MY DARLING ! 





ONLY FOR THE $ А AND ЖҰ/ WERE HOLDING ONTO MY DRESS 
MOMENT, EMERALD! 5 ALL THIS TIME, 67722742... MAGICALLY 
YOU MUST EXIT $ STRETCHING / 

THIS DOMAIN - N 

WHILE YOU STILL 

CAN! THE way 

IS Ж ШУ 

MARKED! 






BUT I АМ MEAK, 
AND THERE IS PRECIOUS 
LITTLE TIME BEFORE MY 
MAGIC AUS ME! LORO EMERALL, 
g OU MUST CLOSE ME BOX 7 


BUT ZORO GARNET AND HIS SON... МУ WE HAVE 40 CHWGE-- NOR 
THEY ARE 722062 IN THAT AETHER] FA 


TIME FOR ARSUMENT; 





SEE, 


LORD 
EMERALD, ALL 15 AS IT WAS NOW 
НЕ LINK BETWEEN OUR REA 


Does 
ФЕ 


THUS 
SEA KING RID HIMSELF OF ONE 
МАНЕ THAT MIGHT STAND 


CONTINUED ON ЗЕР PAGE FOLLOWING. 





EVERY IPUN, 
AMETHYST! FOR THE 
CREATURE THAT RULES 
THE REALM 'TWIXT 

LIFE AND DEATH HAS 
COME AGAIN TO PLAGUE 


IT HAS CAUSED THEM 
ALL :. 


AND IT HAS 
AN ALLY IN 
ITS QUEST 

THIS TIME... 


AND TO BE SURE, SHE WAS JUST AS 
DEAD WHEN YOU FIRST FOUGHT HER ! 


Y WITH ALL RESPECT, HOW- 


> BUT WHAT DOES YOUR 
STORY HAVE TO DO WITH 
THE PROBLEMS WE'VE 
BEEN HAVING LATELY? 


FUI 
DES 


) 
( 4 
РИТУ WHEN T N N 
SAID I SAW HER FACE 
IN THELEWW WE, ЖАСЫН 
I DIDN'T REALLY 1 


SHE'S DEAD, 
ISN'T SHE 2 


IT WAS HER УМРЕ. SITE 
THAT FIRST ALERTED THE AMYEWT GMES; Y 
BUT THEY WERE SATISFIED THAT YOU 
COULD STOP HER, PRINCESS! 


-- BUT KNOWN IN DAYS GONE BY AS 
EVER--7 WAS MO/ ONE PRINCESS, THEN AS LADY EMERALD, 
DEFEAT WOULD NOT PREVENT 


THE EVIL ONE'S RETAN! 


AND SO, AGAINST 
J THE ANCIENT ONES! 
COMMAND, I VENTURED 





(53) 


ID THE сва ле RE 
PO NOT MATTER, DO THEY, «РУ 
21504225 \IFE-- BEI APRES 
16 ALL THAT COUNTS / fa 


TWICE YOU'VE DIED, AND A 
SECOND TIME YOU WILL RETURN... 
AND HAPPILY ASAF P 
GEMWORLD FOR 





Dear Sirs, 

AMETHYST has been graced by some 
of the finest covers on the stands today, 
but APOG #4 will likely remain my 
favorite for some time to come. It caught 
perfectly the blend of ordinary and 
extraordinary, whimsy and pure horror, 
that now makes up Amy's existence. 

` Kurt Schaffenberger is the last person 
V would have pictured as an Amethyst 
artist, but I've always enjoyed his work. 
Besides, he did start out his career with 
в certain other fantasy child/adult hero! 

At long last, an adventure where Amy 
Winston has center stage! Though 
admittedly, right now, Carnelian/Carl 
seems to have Amy outclassed. All Miss 
Winston can muster to the fore is some 


; of the old warrior training and Emmy's 
' weak magic. I'm afraid that would not 


have made much of a show against all 


| the hi-tech Carl can import in from other 


establishments. But, at least with 
Carnelian as her new classmate and 
neighbor, Amy won't need a Bash Brad- 
ford/Cliff Carmichael type of character 
in her cast These characters un- 
deniably serve their use, but they've 
been done too many times before. 
Will we ever find out: 
* Դ) What connection, if any, Rita has 


' to Dark Opal? 


2) И the mysterious Fire Jade is іп 
reality Princess Emerald's and Emmy's 
“dead” sister? (We never actually saw 
the eldest Princess Emerald die. Fire 
Jade steted “but mine is power beyond 


' the mortality ... power reaching past the 
1 greve"—implying she came back from 


the dead, or at least its brink) She 
wishes she could spare one of the 
nobles, and when she does pass up the 
ely destroy ИМ, itturnsoutto 

Princess Emerald, The eldest 
Жан Ms db e tif he 


“monarchy efter what happened to 


herself and her mother. Princess 
Emerald admits Fire Jade is even more а 
más: of the elements than she herself 


E What caused Amethyst's sudden 
blood lust In issue #3, page 14? 


4) Will Amy ever figure out how to ` 


make her magic work on Earth? 

5) Whether the next anti-monarchy 
revolt will arise from tormented Gem- 
world history students, driven hard by 
the task of keeping straight the royal 


"houses, parents, siblings, ancestors, 
descendente, 


every last one of them 
with the ‘identical reyal-pain-in-the- 
neck the entire 


пате? Whereupon 
; Gemworld nobility will probably follow 
: Amethyst's example, go to Earth for a 





while, and send U.S. census bureau 
employees leaping out of windows! 


k wasn't blood lust that Amethyst 
suffered from in issue #3, but battle 
frenzy, Gary. She was physically and 
emotionally exhausted after suddenly 
arriving on the Gemworld and then 
immediately thrown into a full scale 
war. The grim and shocking reality of a 
terrible situation has its effects on even 
someone as self-controlled and strong- 
minded as Amethyst. And as far as 
Earth-related questions go, only 
Amethyst has magical abilities, Amy 
doesn't, It's not a matter of figuring it all 
out, the magic just doesn't work that 
way. 


..... 


Оеаг Еуегуопе, 

I've been reading DC Comics for a long 
time now. I think TEEN TITANS and 
‘AMETHYST are the BEST so farl | can't 
wait until next issue to find out what 
happens to Fire Jade (wonderful name) 
and Amethyst. I’ve just got one question 
for you. If in the Annual Prince Topaz 
didn't even think of Turquoise, then 
what are they doing kissing each other 
now? | also think Dark Opal is not dead 
and | bet he's going to try and conquer 
the Gemworld again, 

Well, | just want to say that you're 
doing excellent work with AMETHYSTI 

Your devoted reader, 
Delilah Bermudez 
1111 Meadowlark 

Miami Springs, FLA 


! just wanted to руші a line telling 

you how much | enjoy your book, 

AMETHYST, PRINCESS» OF GEM- 
WORLD. 

I started reading it with issue #4 of the 
series and loved it so much | went out 
and bought the Annual and issues #1-3. 

Thus far, my favorite characters are 
Prince Topaz, Lady Turquoise, and of 
course, Amethyst. АП | can say for Topaz 
is that | hope he gets his act together and 
drops Turquoise for Amethyst. Don't get 
me wrong, Lady Turquoise is still a 
favorite, but ! hope she falls for some- 
one else (Prince Moonstone, maybe?). 
As for Amethyst, keep up the good work! 


| Paul Levitz, Vice Pres.-Operat 
Ато Qutowiz, T 





Now on to the bad guys—namely Fire 
Jade. She is a great character with lots 
of potential and | hope you aren't 
through with her. And all | can say for 
issue #3 when Fire Jade could have 
killed Emerald, is that Fire Jade is 
somehow related to Princess Emerald 
and Emmy ... am I right? Well, that's it 
for now and thanks again for a great 
book! 

Kevin Newman 

Woodbury, CT 

Welcome aboard, Kevin, and glad you're 

enjoying the series. The love triangle 

between your favorite characters 

should be coming to a headreal soon, so 
be sure to stay tuned. . 


..... 


Dear Purple Prosers, 

‚After the maxi-series, the Annualand 
four issues, | finally feel confident 
enough to write, So far AMETHYST is 
surpassing the maxi-series. The writ- 
ing is still exceptionally outstanding, 
and the art is even better than the first 
time around. 

Now some general comments, ideas, 
questions: 

1. Don't make Rita the new Dark 
Opal. Everyone has undergone char- 
acter changes but that would be awful. 
Besides, she's too nice. 

2. From which royal house did Lord 
‚Amethyst hail? | had thought maybe 
Ruby, and he and Lady Amethyst were 
married to ensure that the Gemworld 
would be ruled by two people who seem 
to have been extraordinary rulers. 
Maybe it's something even better that 
could be told in an annual or anniver- 
sary issue. 

3. Lady Turquoise is an excellent 
character, don't make her and Amy 
enemies. | do think that she would be 
better for Topaz because he was 
probably looking for adventure and a 
reason not to marry Lady Sapphire. This 
would also leave Amy room for romantic 
development. 

4. The last panel on page 19, issue 4 
is priceless. It would be natural that the 
nobles would try to restore some 
semblance of order, such as marrying 
off' their children to ensure for the 
future. Also, there seems to be a dis- 
proportionate number of marriageable 
Gemworld men to women, 3 men to 6 
women, and that's counting Carnelian. 
Traditionally, royal families had many 
children, to compensate for such things 
as infant mortality, disease, etc. Maybe 
there are more royal children and 


spouses that have not been shown. 

6. I think Fire Jade was really Lady 
Emerald. The manifestation that was 
supposed to be Fire Jade at the cere- 
mony of investiture appeared in younger 
Princess Emerald's room, which seem- 
ed to be the same room Lady Emerald 
was poisoned in. In issue #3, she says 
"Mine is power beyond mortality... 
power reaching past the grave." She 
also says she wishes one of the nobility 
could be spared. Excepting the fact that 
she has two daughters, | think it's a 
viable theory. Maybe she considers the 
younger daughter stuck on Earth and 
too young to be a problem. She also did 
not blast Princess Emerald to smither- 
sens in issue #3, as Princess Emerald 
herself sawthis. In issue #2 there was 
8 wave of white hair sticking out under 
her mask. Lady Emerald has white hair. 
Why is she doing this? is the question. 
At any rate it's a shame she died, who- 
ever she was. She was a very dynamic 
character. 

6. Are there any other lands on the 
Gemworld other than the ones we've 
seen? 

7. Why does Amy have to keep her 
gemstone with her to use her magic, but 
not the other Lords and Ladies? 

Best of luck for a very long and 
successful run. 

Muzzy Qazilbash 
120 Beacon St. 
Hyde Park, MA 02136 
Fm only going to address a few of your 
comments and questions, Muzzy, due to 
space limitations, and my sanity, so 
taking them in no particular order: | 
believe you were the only one of our 
letter writers who figured out the 
correct identity of Fire Jade. Con- 
gratulations and be sure to be here next. 
month when we not only learn how Lady 
Emerald was transformed into the 
villainess, but what the true fate of Fire 
Jade will be, as well. 

The Gemworld is full of many other 
lands, and in due time we'll be incor- 
porating more and more of them into the 
story line. The kingdom in the sky that 
Topaz and Turquoise just díscovered is 
one of many intriguing developments to 


come. 

And lastly, all the Lords and Ladies 
don't necessarily have to wear their 
gemstones around their neck as 
Amethyst does. As long as they have the 
gem with thern—sewed into their cloth- 
ing as part of a design, as jewelry, or 
even hidden—their magic powers will 
work just fine. У 


..... 


Dear Karen, 

Talk about a small world. I just 
finished addressing and writing a letter 
to you as editor of the Swamp Thing 
comic (which is one fine comic, and 
those who don't buy it sure are missing 
something very special), and now | find 
myself writing another letter to you con- 
cerning AMETHYST. But | thought you 
were the one who was editing the LSH. 
WOW, you mean you edit all three? That 
at times must get confusing, shuffling 
three comic titles all at the same time. 


But if you think that's confusing, try 
asking two different astrologers what 
your gemstone is and have them both 
give you different answers. Man, was | 
confused, but | think I finally figured it 
out. You see, one astrologer told me that 
my gemstone was an Amethyst (I was 
born on the 28th of January), the other 
told me it was a Garnet. The second 
astrologer was wrong. True, my birth- 
Stone is a Garnet but my gemstone is an 
Amethyst. Confusing, ain't it? Not really, 
for you see, although my birthstone (a 
Garnet) is the stone of which my life line 
is aligned, the Amethyst gemstone is 
better attuned to my specific talents and 
abilities, supposedly able to bring me 
luck in fortune and fame. WHEW! That is 
confusing. Oh well, that's life in general 
for you. Everything that should be 
simple turns out to be more compli- 
cated than you thought it would be. For 
instance? Okay, take this issue. Prince 
Topaz is supposed to be in love with 
Amethyst, right? Wrong. This issue he 
claims to be in love with Lady Tur- 
quoise. And what of Fire Jade? A totally 
evil lady bent on death and destruction, 
right? Wrong. Just when Fire Jade has 
the chance to kill Amethyst she doesn't. 
Why? 
Don Ice Jr. 
R.D. 4 Cedar Manor 
Elisabethtown, PA-17022 
Hate to confuse you even more, Don, but 
we Gemworlders over here go by the 
birthstone, regardless of what one's 
personality traits might better be at- 
tuned to. So, if you ever expect to pay a 
visit to the Gemworld, Lord Garnet's the 
man you should be looking up. 


..... 


Dear Ms. Berger, 

! just dug out my first comic books, 
about 500 Harveys that haven't seen the 
light of day for at least a dozen years. 
Please confirm or deny something. Do 
my eyes deceive, or did Ernie Colón 
draw an awful lot of the Casper, Spooky, 
Little Dot, Little Lotta, etc. stories? Did 
he write them as well? 

Is there, | wonder, just a little bit of 
Wendy, the Good Little Witch in 
Amethyst? 

John Henry Sain 

2251 Kings Highway 

Medford, OR 

Yes, Ernie did draw many of the Harvey 

characters you mentioned, John, as 

well as my favorite, Richie Rich. I believe 

he also wrote some stories, too. As for a 

little bit of Wendy in Amethyst? Maybe 
Just a little. 


..... 


Dear Amethyst People, 

Having finally tracked down the last 
‚Amethyst that | was missing, | have just 
finished rereading the series in toto. 
Boy, was it greatl And so were the 
Annual and the DCCP with Superman! 
So just thought I'd write a fan letter to 
tell you what exactly | like so much: 1) а 
colorful, magical, beautiful realm with 
constant surprises and many strange 
beings; 2) a heroine who is female, 


clever, brave, and often funny; 3) horri- 
ble, terrifying, evil villains whose 
motives are understandable and whose 
power is really threatening; 4) the 
connection to "earth" (please don't 
overdo this, as | like the idea of being 
princess of your very own world that 
only a few know about); 5) in particular, 
some of the full-page spreads of one 
realm, done in one color; 6) a suppor- 
ting cast which promises real interest; 
7) Carnelian (| will miss him, the 
entertaining: jerk!); 8) consistent sur- 
prises to maintain interest; 9) connec- 
tion to nature and natural forces. 

So ... if you keep those things up, | 
promise to keep reading! Thank you! 


Sheila Stone 
2322 Garnett Row (yeah!) 
Arcata, CA 95521 


As you've no doubt noticed, Sheila, 
Carnelian is not really gone. He's just 
moved in next door to Amy as Carl, and 
he sure has plenty of strange tricks up 
his sleeve! 


..... 


Dear Dan and Gary, Ric and Ernie, 

It's nice to see Amethyst with her own 
book on a permanent basis and the 
people at D.C. are-to congratulated 
for taking their time. Developing new 
plotlines and digging into the wonderful 
cast of characters before going off half- 
cocked ought to give the book the 
integrity it deserves. There are enough 
characters in Gemworld that the 
machinations ought to go on for a long 
time. Political intrigue seems to be the 
watchword. in this first. issue and 
probably for several issues to come. Fire 
Jade appears to bea powerful opponent. 
I'm looking forward to a.long run of 
AMETHYST and wishing.you and the 
crew every success. 





Sincerely, 

Frank Denton 

14654 8th Ave. S.W. 
Seattle, WA 98166 


..... 


NEXT MONTH: 

A turning point for Amethyst, andthe 
fates of Citrina and fire Jade are 
decided! See you then—Karen 














The year 1984 saw many 
anniversaries observed in the comics 
world. Most of these were proclaimed 
from splashes of color or gold bands 
on covers. But, at least in my 
neighborhood, one set of 
anniversaries, milestones in the world 
of comics, seem to have passed 
unnoticed. 





It was the thirtieth anniversary of Dr. 
Frederic Wertham's Seduction of the 
Innocent and the formulation of the 
Comic Book Code. 

For those who may have missed the 
book, Seduction of the Innocent, or 
SOTI, as it is known to fans, was the 
work of a psychologist, apparently a 
decent sort of fellow, who held two 
major ideals: 

a. violence is bad 

b. enhanced communication will 
diminish violence 

During the great "juvenile 
delinquent" phase of American 
culture in the fifties, when people were 
searching for explanations of what 
was seen as a mass uprising by 
American teenagers, Dr. Wertham 
came to the conclusion that television 
and comic book: 















horror and crime titles, but all comic 
books, from BUGS BUNNY to TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT and back again. 





No one can be found, in fact, to say a 
good word for the Code. Or can there? 
Actually, the Code did its work well, 
and did it twice. First, it forced comic 
book writers and artists to throw away 
the old cliches and old hackneyed 
plots, now forbidden under the Code, 
and come up with new ones. (Whether 
the result was more artistic or more 
readable can be debated. The era 
produced its peaks and its Death 
Valleys, but so did the pre-Code era.) 
Then, after the passage of a suitable 
number of years, it allowed for a 
"rebirth" of comics, as new writers 
"dared the Code," throwing away the 
new cliches and new hackneyed plots 
and returning to the old ones. 


To read SOTI today is to read a 
textbook in dysphemism and 
muckraking. Dr. Wertham seems to 
have decided that comic books were 
evil and then gathered the facts to 
prove it. book relies heavily on 
Finagle's Ninth Precept: "If you tell 
people something, nine out of ten will 
believe it without asking questions. 
And if you add that your facts are the 
result of a scientific survey, the 
percentage goes up." The fact that Dr. 
Wertham believed everything he wrote 
gives the writing more fervor. SOTI 
end the doctors | later works ar: 1 
quoted and cited by the protectors of 
youth. (Dr. Wertham, in the seventi. 
also wrote a book on fan magazin. 

He approved of them, because they 
represented a means of 
communication.) 








Dr. Wertham has gone the way of EC 
Comics, and the Comic Book Code 
hasn't been at all well, lately. But the 
comic book industry continues, as do 
the people who would like to see it 
restrained by law. Different 
muckrakers with different codes will 
come along, and the comic book 
industry may fight or it may hide 
behind more internal regulations, and 
if anyone looks back at the events of 
1954 at all, it will probably betoshrug 
and say, "Well, that was just another 
phase we went through.” 






D 





books, all comic 
of the evil. They violated both his 
ideals by glorifying violence and 
telling stories in picture form, 
rendering young minds incapable of 
comprehending or communicating 
complex or abstract ideas. 









ON SALE THE 


CHECK 


WEEK OF APRIL 11 


LIST 


O Red Tornado 1: A four-issue mini- 





series where the android gets his act 
together! 









The U.S. Congress investigated 
comic books in 1954, among other 
things. (There was also an 
in igation of paperback book 
covers under way.) Hoping to avoid 
any further federal heat, comic book 
publishers decided to set up a batch of 
rules for internal regulation. One 
might assume Dr. Wertham would 
have been pleased, but one-would be 
assuming incorrectly. Dr. Wertham 
gave his opinion of previous codes in 
SOTI: they were attempts by the 
publishers to cover up their own 
misdeeds. Dr. Wertham condemned 
not just the primarily violent titles, the 








D Batman 385: Batman and Robin 
face dangers on the streets of Gotham! 
D The Flash 347: The trial concludes 
with the final summations! 

D Superman 409: Superman becomes 
"The Sleepwalker from Krypton." 

O Star Trek? 16: Kirk and company 
return from the Mirror Universeonly to 
confront—the Federation! 

О Amethyst 7: The secret of Lord 
Garnet is revealed! 

O Jemm, Son of Saturn 11: The 
destruction of Claudius Tull! 


anniversaries is all about. 








Which is what commemorating 


Dan Crawford 
940 N. Franklin St. 
Manchester, lowa 52057 





O Arak, Son of Thunder 46:The Son of 
Thunder meets the Norse god of 
Thunder! 

O Omega Men 28: Ryand'r meets the 
creatures of the synoptic net! 

O Legion of Super-Heroes 12: Amidst 
interstellar battle, three Legionnaires 
quit! 

O Batman Annual 9: The four faces of 
Batman presented by Barr, O'Neill, 
Jurgens, Giordano, Ordway, Nino, and 
P. Smith! 





If you like it, buy it! Support the comics industry. 


Sharebear! 


Sharing the best in comics with youl 


